
 

 

 

 

“The Hot Pink Pen” 
Blog conceived, created, and maintained 

by Jan Lisa Huttner 
www.TheHotPinkPen.com 

“The Hot Pink Pen” (aka “Penny”) is the nom de guerre of Jan Lisa Huttner, a longtime 
Feminist activist and self-professed advocate for women directors and screenwriters 
(creative filmmakers who are generally overlooked by the mainstream media).  Even 
when their work is noticed, however, it's often misunderstood and/or rudely demeaned 
by critics in the mainstream media (almost all of whom are male).  Penny’s goal is to 
help women (and men) in audiences everywhere find some of the wonderful films that 
have been made (and will be made in future) by women filmmakers. 

 

The blog‘s tag line is: “Because the Pen is Mightier than the Sword!” 
 

Penny created her first post on September 9, 2007.  Since that time, she has created 
over 1,000 new posts, 279 of which are either full reviews and/or capsule summaries of 
films either written and/or directed by women filmmakers.  (Note that women often make 
“personal films,” choosing to serve in both roles.)  Sixty-two of Penny’s posts to date 
have been devoted to various Oscar races.  Updates depend on what’s happening at 
any given time.  During the ‘09 Awards Season, there were dozens of posts and 
thousands of readers.  During the “Dog Days” of summer, both dropped to a trickle. 
 

Penny understands that some people might be offended by her strongly held views, so 
she hired cartoonist Sharon Rosenzweig to create a comic, self-deprecating image. 
 

The bells Penny rang last year (about the elimination of Slumdog Millionaire’s credited 
co-director Loveleen Tandan from Oscar contention) were heard all around the world 
from the Wall Street Journal to the London Evening Standard to the South China 
Morning News!  Ms. Tandan was not invited to attend the Golden Globes, the SAG 
Awards, or the DGA Awards, but then the Women’s Media Center started publicizing 
Penny’s concerns, and Voila: There was Loveleen Tandan, in person, at the Oscars! 
 

Penny is now actively campaigning for Kathryn Bigelow.  At this point, Ms. Bigelow is 
almost guaranteed a nomination as Best Director for The Hurt Locker on February 2, 
2010 (which will make her the 4th woman in Oscar history ever to be nominated), and 
there is also a good chance that she will win (which will make her the first woman ever 
to win an Oscar for Best Director in 81 years). 
 

Can there be any better proof positive of the power of the world-wide web?!? 
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Selected Blog entries from The Hot Pink Pen are presented in chronological order, from 
12/11/08 (the day the 2009 Golden Globe nominations were announced) to 12/15/09 
(the day the 2010 Golden Globe nominations were announced).  My contention is that 
Penny’s activities on behalf of Loveleen Tandan (Slumdog Millionaire’s credited co-
director) are now playing a major role in the 2010 Oscar race—a race which may well 
result in a woman being named “Best Director” for the first time in Oscar history. 

 

December 11, 2008: 2009 Golden Globe Nominations Announced 
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January 1, 2009: Oscar Campaign Heats Up 
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January 12, 2009: Golden Globe Awards Distributed 
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January 23, 2009: Oscar Nominations Announced 
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January 23, 2009: Loveleen Tandan Reacts to Golden Globe Snub 
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January 26, 2009: Letters to Bruce Davis Begin 
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January 28, 2009: World Entertainment News Network Joins In 
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January 30, 2009: WomenArts Sends “Action Alert” eBlast 
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February 1, 2009: Directors Guild Snubs Loveleen Tandan 
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February 2, 2009: Penny Attacked in Blogsphere 
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February 6, 2009: Women’s Media Center “Will Be Watching” 
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February 9, 2009: Penny Lays Down Her Statistical Barrage 
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February 17, 2009: WMC Advances “the Need for “Change” 
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February 23, 2009: Loveleen Tandan Attends Oscars in Person 
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July 24, 2009: Bigelow Emerges as 2010 Oscar Contender 
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September 12, 2009: Will ‘10 Echo Record-Setting ‘04 Oscar Noms? 
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December 15, 2009: 2010 Golden Globe nominations Announced 

 
 


